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DAY 1: 5 May, 2025
09:30 - 10:00 CET
Registration

Opening Ceremony and Certificate Award recognizing Ms. KARVAR Anousheh of the
Government of France.
The authority from the Kingdom of Belgium, as the host of the Forum, will welcome the
participants and present an award of recognition to Anousheh Karvar from the
Government of France for her global leadership and contributions in addressing
forced labour, human trafficking and child labour.

Keynote Speech: Regulatory Measures on Forced Labour in Europe 

We will discuss current legal frameworks and policies aimed at combating forced labour
across Europe, considering both country-level and regional-level frameworks and the
challenges faced in implementing these measures in Europe and their implications
worldwide.

Keynote Speaker: Samira Rafaela (Former Member of the European Parliament; 
 

Cornell University)

PANEL 1: Scene Setting: Understanding the Current Landscape on Forced Labour,
Child Labour and the Pathfinder Framework in Europe
An overview of the latest trends, challenges, and initiatives addressing forced and child
labour within Europe’s regulatory landscape, including the Pathfinder Country
Framework of Alliance 8.7. Including the policies and programs that are initiated to
address forced labour, human trafficking, and child labour. The panel will delve into
these frameworks to enlighten participants about current efforts and gaps, as well as
some of the lessons learned and best practices.

Panelists: Javier Martín (European Commission), Anousheh Karvar (Government of
France), Ira Rachmawati (ITUC Belgium), Jeff Morgan (SUCDEN Trading)

Moderator: Laura de Franchis (The Alternatives Factory)

10:00 - 10:20 CET

10:20 - 10:40 CET

10:40 - 11:40 CET

11:40 - 12:00 CET COFFEE BREAK



14:00 - 15:30 CET

15:30 - 16:30 CET

Concurrent Workshops 

Room 1
Exploring Cross-National and Cross-Regional Synergies on Import Bans and Other
Measures on Forced Labour
A collaborative session on international best practices and cross-border coordination in
enforcing forced labour import bans. 

Facilitaded by: Sian Lea (Anti-Slavery International), Sofía Gónzalez de Aguinaga (BIICL)

Room 2
Best Practices in Research on Modern Slavery and Trafficking
A facilitated workshop on methodologies, data collection, and challenges in researching
modern slavery and human trafficking.

Facilitated by: Dr. Faiza Zafar (Rights Lab), Dr. Hyab Yohannes (University of Glasgow)

17:00 - 19:00 CET

Forum Reception

An informal networking session that will enable participants to connect, exchange ideas,
and get to know one another. The evening will include remarks from the forum host, Free
the Slaves leadership, and other guests.

12:00 - 13:00 CET

PANEL 3: Forced Labour Ban Regulation: Challenges and the Way Forward 

The panel will examine the effectiveness of forced labour bans, the challenges they
present, and possible improvements in enforcement. The views of businesses and key
stakeholders will be key to this panel.

Panelists: Raluca Ipate (European Commission), Anousheh Karvar (Government of
France), Angelique Mbouzie (Government of Cameroon); Helene de Rengerve (Human
Rights Watch); Ruslan Myatiev (Turkmen News)

Moderator: Sofía Gónzalez de Aguinaga (BIICL)

PANEL 2: Engaging Survivors in Addressing Forced Labour and Child Labour 

A discussion on the role of survivor voices in shaping policy, advocacy, and interventions
aimed at combating labour exploitation. The panel will bring the strategic perspectives of
survivors of forced labour, labour exploitation and child labour in addressing these
issues. 

Panelists: Dr. Hyab Yohannes (University of Glasgow), Maud Pommier (MIST), Juliet
Omoruyi (MIST), Mustafa Qadri (Equidem)

Moderator: Joanna Ewart-James (Freedom United)

13:00 - 14:00 CET LUNCH BREAK








