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Who are we?  

• International feminist NGO network formed in 1994 
• Almost 100 members from Asia, Europe, Africa and the Americas

• Regional networks, grassroots organisations, migrant rights, anti-
trafficking, women’s rights, sex workers’ rights groups… 

• Provide direct assistance to migrants and victims of trafficking –
psychosocial assistance, shelter, helplines… 

• National-level policy advocacy, networking, awareness and campaigning
• International Secretariat in Bangkok: initiates research, inter-movement and 

cross-regional knowledge exchange, international and regional advocacy



Growing social and economic inequality

New York Times, 29 Oct 2018

CNBC, 5 June 2019



Weakening of labour rights, rise of zero-hour, piece-rate 
jobs, “gig economy” and platform work

Economic Policy Institute



Climatecrisis

July 2019 was the hottest 
month on record for the 
planet 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, 25 August 2019

This year, large parts of India have seen 
the worst drought in decades… 600 
million Indians… are facing acute water 
shortages… many farmers are leaving 
their land and villages. “I had to 
migrate here and live in this small 
room”. Al Jazeera, 27 July 2019

National Geographic, 31 July 2019



Rise of authoritarian, “strongman” leaders



Backlash against women’s and LGBT rights

Open Democracy, 11 July 2019



Migration policies and rights of migrants



Shrinking space for civil society



What does GAATW do?
• Building evidence from the ground up: grounded, feminist research among migrants and 

trafficked persons for creating an evidence base for policy advocacy 
• International and regional policy advocacy:

• Highlight root causes (as above), demand that states address them as a way of reducing 
trafficking and vulnerabilities 

• Demand state accountability for rights of trafficked persons, emphasise the need for 
involvement of those affected in policy making

• Strengthening civil society 
• Support for national-level evidence gathering and policy advocacy
• Solidarity building and knowledge exchange across regions and issues (women’s rights, 

migrants’ rights, anti-trafficking, labour rights…) 
• Work “on the ground”: support political education and mobilisation of women farmers, 

informal workers, migrants, etc.



Thank you! 

Keep in touch: 
borislav@gaatw.org

https://gaatw.org/
https://www.antitraffickingreview.org/

mailto:borislav@gaatw.org
https://gaatw.org/
https://www.antitraffickingreview.org/
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